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Overview of the latest EU actions on climate change 

with a focus on the agricultural sector



Climate Change and Agriculture

• marginal role in the United Nations Framework Convention on 
Climate Change and the Kyoto Protocol

• Paris Agreement all the references to agriculture have disappeared 
from the final text … references to food security and the food 
production system (Preamble and Article 2)



The Paris Agreement…does not refer to agriculture

Koronivia Joint Work on Agriculture (KJWA): Decision
4/CP.23 in Nov. 2017 recognizing the role of agriculture in
tackling climate change

requests the Subsidiary Body for Scientific and Technological Advice (SBSTA) and the 
Subsidiary Body for Implementation (SBI) to jointly address issues related to agriculture

mandate: to take into consideration the vulnerabilities of agriculture to climate change and 
approaches to addressing food security

roadmap adopted which provides for in-session workshops on several related topics, starting
in December 2018 and ending in 2020



Climate Change and Agriculture

«Agriculture, Forestry and Other Land Use (AFOLU) activities accounted for around 13% of
CO2, 44% of methane (CH4), and 82% of nitrous oxide (N2O) emissions from human
activities globally during 2007-2016, representing 23% (12.0 +/- 3.0 GtCO2e yr-1) of
total net anthropogenic emissions of GHGs.» (IPCC, Report on “Climate
Change and land”- August 2019)

The collective global effort to mitigate GHG emissions in the agricultural sector has been
weak. A continued lack of progress in mitigating GHG emission in the agricultural sector
could lead to direct and indirect emissions from agriculture becoming the
largest source of global emission by mid-century as more rapid decarbonization in
other sectors is anticipated (OECD, Enhancing Climate Change Mitigation through
Agriculture, 2019, p. 9)



How is the EU addressing these challenges?

2014-2020 multiannual financial framework to mainstream climate action
across EU budget spending

However

European Court of Auditors (Special Report 31/2016)
- in the areas of agriculture and rural development there has been no significant shift towards climate

action and not all potential opportunities for financing climate-related action have been fully explored …

…the Introduction of a Green Payment not a guarantee of a significant change of the contribution of
direct payments to climate…and the reorientation of direct payments towards climate action expected to
be limited. Good practices exist in rural development but generally business as usual prevails.

Report 21/2017
greening is unlikely to provide significant benefits for the environment and climate



How is the EU addressing these challenges?

European Green Deal:
make Europe the first 

climate-neutral continent by 2050

The Commission has already set out a clear vision of how to
achieve climate neutrality by 2050 in the 2018
Communication “A Clean Planet for All”

new Commission = a more central role for agriculture
in mitigating climate change ?



How is the EU addressing these challenges?

2018 Communication “A Clean Planet for All”
Pathways for the transition to a Net-Zero Greenhouse Gas Emissions Economy

• “some greenhouse gas emissions will remain, notably in the agriculture sector”

• emissions can be reduced by 2050 thanks to efficient and sustainable production
methods (Innovation, Digitalisation and smart technologies)

• A specific role for EU land and forests sink which absorbs more CO2 than it
emits (carbon stocks in agricultural soils can be increased through zero-tillage and the
use of cover crops, reducing soil disturbances and soil erosion…)

NO SPECIFIC REDUCTION TARGETS FOR AGRICULTURE



How is the EU addressing these challenges?

2019 EUROPEAN GREEN DEAL
deeply transformative policies and more ambitious climate action 

first European Climate Law:

- it will enshrine the 2050 climate neutrality objective in legislation

- it will ensure that all EU policies contribute to the climate neutrality 
objective and that all sectors play their part 

Role of agriculture?



2019 EUROPEAN GREEN DEAL

The Farm to Fork Strategy is intended to strengthen the efforts of European
farmers to tackle climate change

How?
- CAP will remain a key tool

- Confirmation of at least 40% of the CAP overall budget should contribute
to climate action

- national strategic plans for agriculture assessed against robust climate
criteria (sustainable practices, precision agriculture, organic farming and
agro-ecology…)

- From compliance to performance: farmers rewarded for improved climate
performance



How is the EU addressing these challenges?

2018 A Clean Planet for All / 
2019 EUROPEAN GREEN DEAL

What’s new?

• broader focus involving all the stages of the food 
chain…

• greater role assigned to farmers in tackling CC



In conclusion...what to expect?

ü Acceleration in involving agriculture in tackling CC… in the sector
emissions reductions have lagged behind

ü Climate concerns will play a stronger role in the next CAP (than in 
the 2018 legislative proposal)

ü No specific reduction targets for farmers


