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Agrobiodiversity

• All species of plants, animals and micro-organisms 
that underpin production for food and agriculture

• Domesticated crops and livestock raised by farmers 
and livestock keepers …

• Wilds relatives and species that are harvested for 
food and for other purposes 

• “local knowledge and culture can therefore be 
considered as integral parts of agrobiodiversity”

FAO Report “The State of the World's Biodiversity for Food and Agriculture 2019
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Genetic diversity 
for food and 
agriculture

• International treaty law 
• FAO ITPGR, Nagoya Protocol, 
• but also UPOV

• Global Goals
• Aichi Target 13
• SDG 2
• FAO Global Plans of Action for Plant 

Genetic Resources (2011)

• UN Declaration on Peasants’ rights
• Right to seeds

Whereas all agrobiodiversity is connected, conserving local and traditional 
varieties may require specific activities, policy frameworks, and indicators



Conservation of 
genetic resources 

for food and 
agriculture

• Ex situ conservation
• Genebanks and inventories 

• In situ / on farm conservation
• Particularly important for it allows the 

conservation of farmers’ traditional knowledge 
associated with it, but also food culture and 
diversity, together with diversity of 
agroecosystems



Conservation and 
valorisation of 

genetic resources 
at European level

• European Collaborative Programme for Genetic Resources 
• European Genebank Integrated System (AEGIS) 

• Regulation (EC) 870/2004 for conservation, characterization, collection 
and use of genetic resources for food and agriculture (until 2012)

• EU Biodiversity Strategy 2011

• Directives on commercial varieties and conservation varieties

• Preparatory action:  EU plant and animal genetic resources 
(2016 – 2019) European Commission

The Commission to deliver a study for a new regulatory framework by 2020



CAP 2014 – 2020 
and conservation 

of genetic 
resources

• Pillar I – greening (practices equivalent to crop 
diversification, permanent grassland) 
• Likely to promote the preservation of existing in situ 

landraces but what about valorisation?

• Pillar II - protecting biodiversity and ecosystems 
• M10.1 – agri-environment-climate measures
• M10.2 – support for conservation and sustainable 

use and development of genetic resources in 
agriculture [optional: often used for ex situ conservation]

But also: training, investments, quality schemes, organic farming, 
cooperation, Natura 2000… 



• Pillar II – Reg EU 808/2014
Article 28 of Reg (EU) No 
1305/2013

agri-environment-
climate

10 payment for agri-environment-climate 
commitments

10.1

support for conservation and sustainable 
use and development of genetic resources 
in agriculture

10.2

Article 34 of Reg (EU) 
No 1305/2013

forest-environmental and 
climate services and 
forest conservation

15 payment for forest-environmental and 
climate commitments

15.1

support for the conservation and 
promotion of forest genetic resources

15.2

Article 20 of Regulation 
(EU) No 1305/2013

basic services and village 
renewal in rural areas

7.6 support for studies/investments associated with the 
maintenance, restoration and upgrading of the cultural and 
natural heritage of villages, rural landscapes and high 
nature value sites including related socioeconomic aspects, 
as well as environmental awareness actions



M10.2 - support for conservation and 
sustainable use and development of 
genetic resources in agriculture

a. Targeted actions: actions promoting 
the ‘in situ’ and ‘ex situ’ conservation, 
characterisation, collection and 
utilisation of genetic resources…

b. Concerted actions: actions 
promoting the exchange of 
information 

c. Accompanying actions: information, 
dissemination and advisory actions

[Delegated Regulation (EU) No 807/2014 Art. 8]

In situ operations are mostly addressed under 10.1 



Outcomes and 
limitations

• ECPGR and Preparatory Action outlined that:

• Agro-environmental and climate measures proofed to be useful for 
the protection of genetic resources, but

• Need to decrease the administrative burden of farmers

• Elderly, small farmers and hobby farmers are the main custodians of 
local varieties – need to attune CAP criteria to their characteristics

• Need to rethink genetic material commercialization laws

• Support for collective actions to utilize rare genetic resources

• Recognize and valorise farmers crucial role

• Need to expand efforts to achieve SDG2

• Need of specific actions for support of conservation, utilization and 
valorisation of GRFA



CAP 2021 – 2020
Commission 

proposal
Regulation on 
Strategic Plans

• (37) Member States should grant payments to farmers and other land 
managers who undertake, on a voluntary basis, management 
commitments that contribute to […] biodiversity and ecosystem services 
including voluntary commitments in Natura 2000 and support for 
genetic diversity. 

• Art 6 Objectives: (f ) Contribute to the protection of 
biodiversity, enhance ecosystem services and preserve 
habitats and landscapes;

• Claims for a stronger green architecture, but

• In the rest of the proposal there is no reference to genetic 
diversity, local or traditional varieties, nor High Nature Value 
Areas, or natural and cultural heritage.

• Indicators: O.17 Number of projects supporting genetic 
resources – too vague



CAP 2021 – 2020
Commission 

proposal for a 
Regulation on 
Strategic Plans

• Result-oriented policies - if high discretion is given to 
Member States, it must be ensured that objectives and 
indicators are specific and clearly spell out all relevant 
elements

• ‘Current wording is too broad and does not ensure that 
specific actions are carried on in the direction of conserving 
and valorising local and traditional varieties.

• The draft amendments released by the Agriculture 
Committee before Parliament elections (May 2019) stressed 
on this issue and reintroduces both in the text and in the 
indicators those key words and introduces “agrobiodiversity” 
Hope that the Parliament in the new composition and the 
Council prosecute on that direction.



Opportunities

• New Organic Farming Regulation 2018/848
Article 13 - Specific provisions for the marketing of plant 
reproductive material of organic heterogeneous material
Opportunities for participatory breeding of organic varieties

• European Green Deal – Farm to fork strategy

• European Parliament resolution of 16 January 2020 on the 
15th meeting of the Conference of Parties (COP15) to the 
Convention on Biological Diversity



Best Practices

• Decentralization – importance of implementation of 
national strategic plans. 

• Example of a good practice is the Italian law 194/2015 
on agrobiodiversity:
• Recognizes custodian farmers and breeders
• Creates the network for agrobiodiversity – exchange of 

genetic material even outside Conservation Varieties 
directive

• Promotes the community of food
• Promote in situ and ex situ conservation and 

characterization



Thank you


