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NEWS FROM THE CEDR 

 

CEDR becomes Expert Group on Farmland of the European Commission 

On Europe Day, 9 May 2026, President Esther Muñiz Espada announced that CEDR has been selected by the 
European Commission's DG Agriculture and Rural Development (Unit A1 – Policy Perspectives) as a member of 
the Expert Group on Farmland. This recognition places CEDR at the forefront of EU farmland policy-making. 

 

CEDR at the Spanish Senate – Legislative Proposals for Agriculture and Rural Areas 

On 20 February 2026, CEDR co-organised a high-
level event at the Senado de España in Madrid under 
the title "Propuestas legislativas para el impulso del 
Agro y lo rural / Legislative Proposals to Promote 
Spanish Agriculture and Rural Areas". The 
conference was directed by President Muñiz Espada 
and brought together leading academic and 
practitioner voices from across Europe. Sessions 
covered the agricultural entrepreneur, the family farm 
and generational succession, agricultural 
cooperatives, CAP aids, integrated rural development 
policy, and labelling rules for agricultural GIs. 

Among the session chairs: Christine Lebel (France), 
Nerys Llewelyn Jones (UK), Prof. José Martínez 
(Germany), Hannes Kronaus (Austria), Prof. Lucia 
Palšová (Slovakia), and Leticia Bourges (Secretary 
General, CEDR). 

 

CEDR Website 

The CEDR website (www.cedr.org) continues to be updated with news, events, and publications from all member 
organisations. Members are encouraged to submit their latest activities for inclusion. 

 

 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

 

Save the Date – XXXIII CEDR Congress, Luxembourg 2027 

The XXXIII Congress and Colloquium of Rural Law will take place in Luxembourg, September 2027. The 
scientific programme will cover again three thematic commissions and included visits to sites of agricultural-legal 
significance. 
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NEWS FROM CEDR MEMBERS 

 

COUNTRY / 
ASSOCIATION 

EVENT / ACTIVITY 

Germany – IfLR 
 
 
 
 
DGAR  

17 July 2026, University of Göttingen:  Weinrechtstag – Wine Law Conference. Further 
information: www.agrarrecht.de 
20 November 2026, Wolnzach, 3. Hopfenrechtstag; Further information: www.agrarrecht.de 
 
 
Herbstagung, Goslar 28 September- 1 October 2026 

 

Spain La aplicación de la futura PAC y la nueva tecnología agraria: Eficiencia y Rentabilidad, 
Universidad de Valladolid/Cajamar/ Revista Española de Estudios Agrosociales y 
Pesqueros, 24 June 2026 
 

 
 
Austria 

 
 
ÖGAUR-DGAR-Meeting 27./28 October 2026, „Changes in the regulation of agriculture“ 
(„Steuerung der Landwirtschaft im Wandel“) Innsbruck 

 

 

NEWS FROM THE EU 

 

EU Legislation – Key Developments (2025–2026) 

 

1.  Simplification package for the Common Agricultural Policy (Regulation (EU) 2025/2649) 

The European Union adopted a significant simplification package for the Common Agricultural Policy (CAP). 
In force since 1 January 2026, the Regulation eases conditionality standards (GLÖZ) for farmers: arable land 
designated as such on 1 January 2026 retains its arable status permanently (end of the five-year automatic 
conversion to permanent grassland under GLÖZ 1); organic farms automatically satisfy the majority of GLÖZ 
conditions ("green by definition"); and the fruchtfolge obligation (GLÖZ 7) is disapplied for holdings up to 30 
ha. Germany is implementing these changes through corresponding amendments to national CAP-related 
legislation. 

2.  Amendment to the Common Market Organisation (CMO) 

On 16 June 2026, the European Parliament adopted, by 560 votes to 75, an amendment to the Common 
Market Organisation (CMO) regulation that reserves terms referring to animal species, types of meat, and 
anatomical cuts exclusively for products containing actual meat. Designations such as "vegan chicken", 
"seitan steak", or "tofu cutlet" will be prohibited. "Veggie burger" remains permissible as it refers to a 
preparation method rather than to an animal species. The rules also apply to cell-cultivated (lab-grown) meat. 
Formal Council approval is pending but considered a formality; the rules will apply until the end of 2027. 

3.  EU Deforestation Regulation–2026 

Regulation (EU) 2023/1115 on deforestation-free products, as amended by Regulation (EU) 2025/2650, 
enters into application on 30 December 2026 for large and medium operators and traders, and on 30 June 
2027 for micro and small operators. The regulation requires due diligence to verify that covered commodities 
(cattle, cocoa, coffee, palm oil, rubber, soya, wood) and derived products were not produced on deforested or 
forest-degraded land after 31 December 2020. In May 2026, the Commission published a simplification review 
confirming the deadlines and proposing targeted amendments to Annex I (scope of products). Of particular 
relevance to CEDR members is the wood sector, for which obligations apply from December 2026 regardless 
of operator size. 

4.  Forest Reproductive Material Regulation 

On 20 May 2026, the European Parliament and the Council adopted a new Regulation on the production and 
marketing of forest reproductive material, repealing Directive 1999/105/EC and amending Regulations (EU) 
2016/2031 and (EU) 2017/625. The new instrument modernises the legal framework for certification and 
commercialisation of seeds, cuttings, and seedlings used in afforestation and reforestation, with a view to 
enhancing forest resilience to climate change and promoting the use of diversified local genetic material. 

5.  New Genomic Techniques ( (NGT-Regulation) 

On 17 June 2026, the European Parliament gave its final approval to the NGT Regulation, establishing a two-
tier framework for plants developed through New Genomic Techniques (e.g. CRISPR/Cas). Category 1 (NGT-

http://www.agrarrecht.de/
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1) plants, which could arise from conventional breeding but would take longer, are exempt from GMO risk-
assessment and labelling requirements. Category 2 (NGT-2) plants, involving more substantial modifications 
or the introduction of foreign genetic material, remain subject to the full GMO regime. The new rules apply to 
both EU-produced and imported plants, are expected to enter into application from mid-2028, and explicitly 
exclude organic production. 

 

Recent Case-Law of the Court of Justice of the European Union 

 

Rs. C-286/25, BRANDL – Usufruct rights over agricultural land (Hungary) 

Judgment of 18 June 2026 (Press Release No. 70/2026). The Grand Chamber held that EU law precludes a 
scheme of financial compensation for the cancellation of usufruct rights over agricultural land which is 
calculated exclusively on the basis of the market value of the land at the time of the deletion of those rights 
from the land register. The case continues the line of SEGRO/Horváth judgments and has far-reaching 
implications for Member States that extinguished usufruct rights of foreign nationals on agricultural land, 
particularly in Central and Eastern Europe. 

Rs. C-364/24 und C-393/24, Fidenato – Bans on the cultivation of GM crops (MON 810 maize) 

Judgment (Joined Cases) (Press Release No. 9/2026). The Court clarified that, under certain conditions, 
Member States may prohibit the cultivation of genetically modified organisms (GMOs) on their territory even 
when those GMOs have been authorised at EU level under Directive 2001/18/EC or Regulation (EC) No 
1829/2003. Such prohibitions must, however, be justified by specific local circumstances relating to the 
protection of the environment or ecosystems, and must comply with the principle of proportionality. The 
judgment provides useful guidance to national legislators in designing opt-out mechanisms under the GMO 
authorisation framework. 

 

 

NEW PUBLICATIONS 

 

Muñiz Espada / López Torres – Zonas Forestales (Tirant lo Blanch, 2026) 

María Esther Muñiz Espada (Dir.) / Juan Manuel López Torres (Coord.), Propuestas 
jurídicas para una adecuada rentabilidad y gestión de las zonas forestales, Tirant lo Blanch 
(Monografías Maior), Valencia 2026, ISBN 979-13-7040-180-1. 

This collaborative volume – co-financed by the University of Valladolid, the Colegio de 
Registradores de España, and the Junta de Castilla y León – addresses the persistent gap 
between the potential economic value of forest assets and their actual exploitation. Starting from 
a critical analysis of the fragmented structure of forest land ownership in Spain (and across 
Europe), the authors propose legal instruments capable of promoting efficient management 
models, including cooperative and aggregated ownership forms. The volume integrates 
productive, economic, environmental, and intergenerational perspectives in a multifunctional 
conception of the forest. 

 

Ruth Harrison – Animal Machines (FrancoAngeli, 2026) – Italian Edition 

Ruth Harrison, Animal Machines. Un'indagine sull'industria dell'allevamento intensivo, 
edizione italiana a cura di Giacomo Lorenzini, con i contributi di Rachel Carson, 
Alessandra Di Lauro, Nicola Lacetera, Marcello Mele ed Erminio Trevisi, FrancoAngeli 
(serie "semi"), Milano 2026, pp. 290, € 33,00. 

First published in English in 1964, Harrison's seminal investigation into the industrial 
livestock farming industry is now available in an authoritative Italian edition. The book, 
which is widely credited with triggering the animal welfare movement in Europe, retains full 
contemporary relevance in the light of ongoing EU legislative reform on farm animal 
welfare. Prefaced by Rachel Carson and supplemented by five current scientific 
contributions, this edition is essential reading for agricultural law scholars, policy-makers, 
and practitioners working in the field of animal welfare regulation. 
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Erkki J. Hollo – Elintarvike- ja ruokaoikeus (Edilex Libri, 2025)  

Erkki J. Hollo, Elintarvike- ja ruokaoikeus [Food and Nutrition Law], Edilex Libri, Helsinki 
2025.  

This new Finnish-language monograph by the distinguished Professor Emeritus of Environmental 
and Agricultural Law at the University of Helsinki offers a comprehensive treatment of EU and 
national food law, covering safety, labelling, nutritional regulation, and the legal framework for the 
agri-food supply chain. It constitutes an important addition to the comparative food law literature 
and is of particular relevance to CEDR members working in Northern European jurisdictions. 

 
 
 

Małgorzata Korzycka (red.) – Instytucje Prawa Rolnego, 2nd ed. (Wolters Kluwer, 2025) 

Małgorzata Korzycka (redakcja naukowa), Elżbieta Klat-Górska, Małgorzata Korzycka, 
Elżbieta Kremer, Paweł Księżak, Aneta Suchoń, Paweł Wojciechowski, Instytucje Prawa 
Rolnego [Institutions of Agricultural Law], 2nd revised and updated edition, Wolters Kluwer, 
Warsaw 2025. 

The second edition of this authoritative Polish agricultural law textbook has been 
comprehensively revised to incorporate the latest EU CAP legislation (2021–2027 
programming period) and national implementing measures. It covers the fundamental 
institutions of agricultural law including land tenure, farm enterprise law, cooperatives, rural 
development, and environmental obligations. The volume is an indispensable reference for 
scholars and practitioners of agricultural law in Central and Eastern Europe. 

 

Roland Norer – Leben mit dem Wolf (oekom, 2026) 

Roland Norer, Leben mit dem Wolf. Anleitung für ein Wolfsmanagement in Europa, oekom 
Verlag, München 2026, 224 Seiten, ISBN 978-3-98726-178-7, 27,00 € (D). Auch als E-Book 
erhältlich. 

The return of the wolf has been a divisive issue in the public sphere for years. Roland Norer, 
Professor of Public Law and Rural Law at the University of Lucerne, offers well-founded and 
practical guidance through the complex web of biology, politics and law. The focus is on the legal 
foundations and scope for action at European and national level, as well as their significance for 
the practical management of wolves in Europe. The author is General Delegate of the Comité 
Européen de Droit Rural (C.E.D.R.) and President of the Austrian Society for Agricultural and 
Environmental Law. 

 

José Martínez (ed.), Jahrbuch des Agrarrechts 2025, Nomos-Verlag 2026 

José Martínez (ed.), Jahrbuch des Agrarrechts 2025, Nomos-Verlag, Baden-Baden 2026 

The 2025 Yearbook of Agricultural Law brings together contributions on current transformation 
processes in agricultural law, with a particular focus on animal welfare law and the legal 
framework for farm animal husbandry. It examines developments in Germany, Austria and 
Switzerland, including new technologies such as virtual fencing, and addresses issues of 
animal welfare, resource and land protection, as well as liability. A further emphasis lies on the 
system-shaping elements of agricultural law in the Italian legal order, thereby opening up a 
transnational and comparative perspective. The volume is rounded off by an overview of key 
monographs and journal articles from 2024 and 2025, positioning the yearbook as both a 
stocktake and a forum for scholarly debate on the future of agricultural law. 
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PERSONALIA 

 

Honorary Doctorate for Prof. Dr José 
Martínez 

On 22 June 2026, the Universidad Santo 
Tomás in Bogotá (Colombia) awarded Prof. 
Dr José Martínez an honorary doctorate 
(Doctor Honoris Causa). The award 
recognises more than 20 years of 
academic collaboration in the field of 
agricultural and environmental law, as well 
as his long-standing commitment to the 
peace process in rural areas of Colombia. 
The award was presented during a formal 
ceremony at the Universidad Santo Tomás. 

 

 

 

ABOUT CEDR 

 

Founded in 1957, CEDR – the European Council for Rural Law – is the only pan-European organisation 
representing academics, lawyers, and professionals engaged in rural law in the broadest sense. Its scope covers 
all legal aspects of the agricultural world: agriculture, environment, food, energy, commercial law, and economics. 
CEDR unites national associations of agrarian law from across Europe and beyond, fostering comparative legal 
scholarship and facilitating dialogue between academia, the legal profession, and EU institutions. 

 

 

 

We wish all our members a restful and peaceful summer. 

 

 

CEDR Newsletter is published periodically. Contributions, member news, and publication notices are welcome at: 

info@cedr.org 


